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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMAMBAD 4282 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: PK, US, FPRO 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED RESPONSE TO BHUTTO S ALLEGATIONS 

REF: ISLAMABAD 4278 

1 . BY SEPTEL WE ARE SENDING DEPARTMENT MAIN POINTS RAISED 
BY PRIME MINISTER IN HIS SPEECH TO PARLIAMENT APRIL 28 IN 
WHICH HE SEVERELY CRITICIZED THE UNITED STATES AND ACCUSED 
US OF GROSS INTERFERENCE IN PAKISTAN'S DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, OF 
SUPPORTING THE OPPOSITION, AND BY IMPLICATION OF ATTEMPTING 
TO ENGINEER HIS OVERTHROW. SPEECH OBVIOUSLY SIGNALS BHUTTO'S 
INTENTION TO OPEN A NEW AND DIFFICULT 

PERIOD IN US/PAKISTANI RELATIONS, AND WE WILL BE SENDING MES- 
SAGE TO DEPARTMENT GIVING OUR VIEWS ON WHAT THIS MEANT 
HOW WE PROCEED IN THE MEDIUM AND LONG TERM. 

2. OF IMMEDIATE CONCERN, THERE ARE SEVERAL STEPS WE MUST 
TAKE IN RESPONSE TO BHUTTO'S SPEECH. IN SEPTELS WE ARE 
ADDRESSING SECURITY QUESTION AND OTHER ACTIONS WE HAVE TAKEN 
ALREADY. WE THINK IT ESSENTIAL THAT WE IMMEDIATELY RESPOND 
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TO THE PRIME MINSTER'S ACCUSATIONS IN TWO WAYS, BOTH VIA 

THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN AND IN DEMARCHES BOTH IN WASHINGTON 

AND HERE. 

3. IN HIS SPEECH, BHUTTO EXHIBITED THE TRAITS OF THE POLITICAL 
GUT FIGHTER HE IS AND WE BELIEVE HE MAY WELL - AS A MEANS OF 
BOLSTERING HIS OWN POSITION AT HOME - WANT TO GET INTO A 
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SLINGING MATCH WITH US ON THIS ISSUE. WE FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT 
IT WOULD BE TO OUR DISADVANTAGE TO ENGAGE IN SUCH A CONTEST WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER. RATHER, IN OUR RESPONSE, WE SHOULD BE 
FIRM AND RESOLUTE BUT NEVERTHELESS CONTROLLED. 

4. WE SUGGEST FOLLOWING TEXT FOR DEPARTMENT STATEMENT. 

QUOTE PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO HAS MADE DEEPLY DISTURBING AND 
GROUNDLESS ALLEGATIONS OF AMERICAN INTERFERENCE IN THE 
PAKISTAN POLITICAL PROCESS. WE FIND SUCH TENDENTIOUS CHARGES 
ESPECIALLY DISQUIETING CONSIDERING THE LONG HISTORY OF CLOSE, 
FRIENDLY AND AMICABLE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO STATES. AS 
WE STATED YESTERDAY, THE USG HAS NEITHER THE DESIRE NOR THE 
REASON TO MAKE ANY EFFORT TO SUPPORT THE PRIME MINSTER S 
OPPOSITION OR TO INTERFERE IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS IN 
PAKISTAN. WE ARE STRONGLY EXPRESSING OUR CONCERN IN THIS 
MATTER TO THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN AND OUR HOPE THAT CALM 
COUNSEL WILL PREVAIL. WE ARE ALSO EMPHASIZING OUR HOPE THAT 
SUCH UNSUBSTANTIATED ALLEGATIONS WILL NOT LEAD TO RANCOR AND 
ANIMOSITY BETWEEN OUR TWO NATIONS THAT WOULD BE DESTRUCTIVE 
OF OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS. END QUOTE. 

5. WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING BY NIACT IMMEDIATE COPY OF 
WHATEVER STATEMENT DEPARTMENT DECIDES TO RELEASE AND ALSO 
QA AND AS TO BE USED. 

6. FOR DEPARTMENT'S INFORMATION, IN HIS SPEECH THE PM 
REFERRED TO CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO AMERICAN OFFICIALS 
(PARA 8 REFTEL). THIS WAS BASED ON TELEPHONE REPORT PASSED 
FROM CONGEN KARACHI TO EMBASSY ON APRIL 12 THAT LOCAL KARACHI 
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JOURNALIST HAD HEARD RUMOR THE PM WAS QUITTING AND LEAVING 
THE COUNTRY. PHONE LINE WAS OBVIOUSLY TAPPED AND PM CHOSE 
TO USE THIS REFERENCE TO JOURNALIST S RUMOR IN DISTORTED FORM 
TO SUPPORT HIS CONTENTION THE US HAD ACTED AGAINST HIS 
INTERESTS. 

7. WE ALSO STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT SECRETARY CALL IN AMBASSADOR 
YAQUB AND MAKE STRONG DEMARCHE STATING OUR DEEP DISTRESS AND 
RPOFOUND SHOCK AT THE PRIME MINISTER’S STATEMENT ALONG SAME 
LINES AS USED BY SPOKESMAN IN HIS PUBLIC COMMENT. WE 

BELIEVE IT NECESSARY THAT THIS BE DONE AT THE SECRETARY'S 
LEVEL TO UNDERSCORE THE CONCERN WE FEEL ABOUT THE PM'S 
UNWARRANTED ALLEGATIONS WHICH WERE MADE IN A FORMAL 
PARLIAMENTARY PRESENTATION CARRIED LIVE ON NATIONWIDE TV AND 
RADIO. SECRETARY SHOULD BE EVEN FIRMER, HOWEVER, HIGHLIGHTING 
THE DAMAGE TO OUR CLOSE RELATIONSHIP THAT RESULTS FROM SUCH 
INTEMPERATE AND BASELESS CHARGES. ALTHOUGH WE DESIRE FRIENDLY 
AND WARM RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN AND FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT BOTH 
NATIONS HAVE BENEFITED CONSDIDERABLY FROM OUR TIES IN THE 
PAST, WE DO NDT SEE HOW A RELATIONSIP ON SUCH A BASIS CAN 
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CONTINUE IN THE FACE OF SUCH UNFOUNDED ALLEGATIONS. WE WILL 
ALWAYS BE WILLING TO DISCUSS THESE CONCERNS QUIETLY AND 
REASONABLY WITH THE GOP BUT WE WILL NOT ENGAGE IN A PUBLIC 
EXCHANGE OF CHARGES WHICH CAN ONLY CONTRIBUTE FURTHER 
TO THE HARM ALREADY DONE TO OUR RELATIONSHIP. 

8. WE WOULD HOPE THAT SECRETARY CAN MAKE DEMARCHE AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. CHARGE STRONGLY RECOMMENDS HE MAKE 
SIMILAR 

DEMARCHE TO FOREIGN MINISTER AT EARLIEST APPROPRIATE MOMENT, 
PREFERABLY MORNING APRIL 29 PAKISTAN TIMA. WE WILL AWAIT 
THE DEPARTMENT S GUIDANCE. 

CONSTABLE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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